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Aakash trained in the classical Indian dance styles of Kathak (Nilima Devi and Asha Joglekar)
and Bharatanatyam (Chitraleka Bolar and Chhaya Kantaveh).
Aakash Odedra Company formed in 2011 as a vehicle for commissioning solos and for
developing Aakash’s own choreographic work. His debut full length solo 'Rising' featured short
works created on him by Akram Khan, Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui and Russell Maliphant. As a
choreographer he was commissioned to create work for James Brown: Get on the Good Foot
(Apollo Theater, New York); the Opera God’s Little Soldier (Theater Freiburg); and The Royal
Ballet (London). In May 2014 Aakash Odedra Company presented 'Murmur' (with Lewis Major
and Ars Electronica Futurelab) and 'Inked' (by Damien Jalet). The company’s third production
‘'Echoes' (Aditi Mangaldas) and 'I Imagine' (in collaboration with Sabrina Mahfouz and David
Poznanter’) premiered at Curve Theatre in October 2015. His first ensemble production '#JeSuis'
followed with a premiere at The Arts Center NYU Abu Dhabi in 2018.

Samsara is the forthcoming dance production of Aakash Odedra Company and Bagri
Foundation. Created and performed by international dance artists Aakash Odedra (UK/India)
and Hu Shenyuan (China), Samsara merges mythological storytelling with personal experience
and anecdotes. A touching story of cultural exchange and a shared language, Samsara draws
upon the diverse disciplines of ballet, contemporary dance, Chinese folk dance and the classical
Indian dance form kathak. This compelling journey of discovery and self-exploration is inspired
by the pilgrimage undertaken by the monk in the 16th century Chinese novel Journey to the
West. Samsara is the result of a collaboration between a team of creatives including Tina Tzoka
(set design), Yaron Abulafia (lighting), Nicki Wells (composer) and Lou Cope (dramaturg).

Samsara is premiering on 5th  March 2020 at Asia TOPA (Melbourne). The Company is still
seeking commissioning and touring opportunities. The production is available for touring from
June 2020.
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